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Abstract

This study was aimed to analyze factors that affect farmers' choice for major actors of veterinary service
providers in village areas of Kaski district of Nepal, with the objective of identifying choice-specific
attributes which could be addressed for improving the penetration of professional veterinary services in
village areas. The information was obtained from 125 farmers using a structured questionnaire. A
proportional hazard model was used for data analysis because of its ability to accommodate the attributes
of both the chooser and the choice simultaneously. The results showed that village animal health workers

(VAHWS) were the most preferred service providers followed by veterinarians and mid-level technicians.

The farmers' age and education level had a significant but inverse relationship with the probability of
choosing any of the three service providers. From our study, we found that the main choice-specific
attributes with a significant impact on the choice probability was the distance to the preferred service
provider. Since there was a high preference for VAHW, this suggests the possibility of poorly trained service
providers dominating veterinary service market in village areas of Kaski district. Hence, the efforts put
forward in the legalization of VAHW system in Nepal should first address the constraints that obstruct the

accessibility of professional veterinary service. providers in village areas.
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